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Abstract

Public policy studies aim to illuminate various aspects of public policy,
a subfield of which deals with value-related issues in this subject. The
purpose of the subfield is to provide a necessary prescriptive knowledge
to evaluate the good and the bad of public policy, and to assist its
decision-making. Now, how do public policy scholars provide a
prescriptive knowledge for a particular public policy? This paper aims to
get some instructions from political philosophy, which is concerned with
addressing normative themes in the field of political science. First, it will
explore the methodological nature of “normative studies” in political
philosophy (Chapter II). Next, with reference to methodological
discussion in applied ethics (biomedical ethics in particular), it will
develop and evaluate a specific method of how to conduct “applied
studies” (Chapter III). Finally, it will address the remaining points to
remember when applying these methodologies to normative public policy
studies (Chapter IV).
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