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Life stories of migrants and a globalized “Asia”™
A case study of Japanese living in Hong Kong and Shanghai

Chie SAKAI

Abstract

This paper examines the transition of political and economic relations between Japan and China based
on the collected life stories of Japanese migrants who have moved to Hong Kong and Shanghai since the
mid 1990s.

The number of Japanese living in China has increased mainly because of the appreciation of the yen
and the internationalization of the Japanese economy. Sociological studies have tended to describe these
residents’” experiences as a personal lifestyle choice; however, this study found that they decided to move
to Asian cities, because of the availability of proper visas and employment opportunities. Hence, political
and economic relations had great influence on their personal choices. This paper also discusses the
strengths and weaknesses of the qualitative research over the past 20 years.

Keywords: International migration, Qualitative research, Life stories, Japanese-Chinese relations, Image of
Asia
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