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Japan's Football Meets World's Football

~Focused on Stirling Albion's first visit to Japan and

the media coverage in 1966~

Isamu KURODA

Abstract

This essay is to describe on the first contact to the world’s professional football of Japan's football
regarding “professional -amateur problem” which was very controversial among sport society in Japan. In
1966, the Stirling Albion, the Scottish “semi-"professional football club, as the first British professional club
to visit Japan, traveled to Japan to play two matches against Japan's team, while Japanese media and
public welcomed them enthusiastically. It was just one month before their arrival that the matches were
allowed to play because Japan Amateur Sports Association had strictly maintained to apply the rule of
amateurism to its sports societies.

The essay follows how the Japan's media made reportages on their visit and what implication the
Albion gave to their own visit.
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GREAT DAY: Stirling thinn line un anainst the Japanese national team at a stadium outside Tokyo.
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