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Groove and Social Change: An Introduction

Hiroshi OGAWA

Abstract

This paper introduces the study of “Nori (Groove) and Social Change”. Nori is a phenomenon closely
related to the physical and mental pleasure of music. The questions this research addresses are as follows:
when and how did the term ‘nori’ become to be used in everyday life in Japan, what is nor: and how can
we describe the structure of nori, and why did Japanese people begin to recognize nori and pay attention
to nori behavior in the late 20" century? The purposes of this study are to construct a model of the
structure of nori, to describe the musical history in Japan since the 1960s corresponding to the structure
of nort, and to analyze the relationship between 7o and social change.
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