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An Introduction to Social Systems Design

A formulation based on structural-functional theory

Takenori TAKASE

Abstract

Social systems design is employed to plan a better society. This paper discusses some theoretical issues
of practical social systems design from the perspective of classical structural-functional theory. Social
systems design refers to three aspects: design of function, design of structure, and the design of change
process. One should not concentrate on the design of structure, for example, but instead on all three
simultaneously. The four types of strategy for social systems design are isomorphism, transplantation,
adaptation, and innovation. How to design differs according to these strategies. Most social systems designs
encounter some dilemma that is resolved not a prior: but by the careful consideration of information based
on actual situations. More research on integration for resolving social systems design dilemmas is required.
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