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Multi Culutural Families in Shanghai:

Cases of Japanese Women Living with Their Chinese Husbands in Shanghai

Chie SAKAI

Abstract

This paper focuses on Japanese women who married Chinese men and migrated to Shanghai to reside
with their husbands, based on 16 semi-structured interviews conducted from 2011 to 2012. In this
marriage migration model, no obvious gap exists between the economic levels of Japan and urban China.
According to our interviews, these women met their Chinese husbands in various ways. Respondents
emphasized that they married because they recognized preferable partners; that is, nationality was not a
factor. However, once married and situated in Shanghai with children, women were forced to reconcile the
cultural and linguistic differences. Typically, they had to choose whether their children should be educated
according to traditions of the Chinese, Japanese, or some other nationality to become “globalized”
individuals. These decisions reflect the delicate sociopolitical power balance that exists that concerns
marriage migrants who build their lives at the fringes of nation states. By examining the wives’ efforts to
adjust to living in their husbands’ countries, we can understand some of the cultural conflicts that arise in
the age of globalization, and thereby provide directions for public support for multicultural families.
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