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Reflexive Study on Fieldwork among the Ifugao Peoples
on Northern Luzon during the Latter Half of 1980s:

Focused on Local Politicians in Banawe and Hapao

Takeshi KUMANO

Abstract

This is a descriptive study for later analysis of field work based on the author’s personal experiences at
Banawe, a tourist town, and Hapao, a comparatively traditional village, both in Ifugao province, during the
latter half of the 1980s, in which time some external political forces; the Philippine as a nation state and
former American colonial administration, counter movements such as the New Peoples Army and so on.

Three local politicians will be half-biographically depicted and analyzed; the first two of them were the
third generation offspring of American colonists. The last was a genuine Ifugao, who married out and
succeeded in pioneering a business — a workshop of Ifugao arts in Baguio. and returned home to Banawe as
a politician, however, plagued by political successes and failures.

The main purpose of this article is to document some historical facts from author’s direct experiences,
since the Ifugao friends orate and memorize some events, enjoy gossips, but never write down daily. In my
opinion, one of anthropological studies’ merits should be recording modern history at a given research site.

I owe so much to my Ifugao friends and the indigenous peoples for cooperation, a methodologically
historical study on American-Ifugao relations that was applied with a simple anthropological technique by
Jenista (1987), and theoretically reflexive anthropology on fieldwork by P. Rabinow (1980).

Key words: Ifugao people, local politicians, American offspring, anthropological research and fieldwork.
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