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Development of Manga Reading Behavior Scale and
Manga Image Scale
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Abstract

With the social perception of manga drastically changing in Japan, studies on manga have proliferated
in recent years. However, few of these studies have adopted a psychological approach. This study aimed to
develop scales to measure the perception that people have of manga (Manga Image Scale), and how
readers actually read manga (Manga Reading Behavior Scale). We conducted a questionnaire survey with
419 visitors to the Kyoto International Manga Museum and analyzed the results using psychometrical
methods such as factor analysis. On the basis of the results, we developed three factors (“Soft Power,”
“Attractive Media,” and “Educational”) for the Manga Image Scale and two factors (“Pleasure Oriented” and
“Manga Capital Oriented”) for the Manga Reading Behavior Scale. Each scale score was relevant with
factors such as age and the frequency of manga reading and thus proved valid. While the results suggest
that further refinement of the scales is required, they may be helpful in further developing this field of
study.
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