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Relationships among curricular and extra-curricular activities and
fundamental competencies for working persons

Kazuaki SHIMIZU and Norihiro MIHO

Abstract

Two kinds of data analysis methods were applied to the retrospective survey data collected by Morita,
Shimizu, and Funaba (2012) to determine which university education programs and activities influence the
alumni’s job performance. The result by correspondence analysis among university programs and activities
and the fundamental competencies for working persons defined by the Japanese Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry (2007) indicated the following four clusters: (1) seminar and one’s ability to deliver
opinions clearly, to analyze the status quo, and to clarify issues; (2) curriculum and one’s foreign language
ability; (3) extra-curricular activities and one’s ability to listen carefully to others’ opinions and to influence
and involve others; and (4) one’s activities outside university and the ability to create new values. The
causal relationships among the actual degrees of curricular and extra-curricular activities in university, the
utility of such activities in university life, and the three factors extracted from the responses to the
questions of the fundamental competencies were also analyzed by the path analysis method. Activities
outside university affected most significantly the alumni’s ability to solve issues, while a few activities
related to university life affected their ability to collaborate with various people and to manage stress. The
methodological issues with the alumni survey were also discussed along with the implications of these
findings.
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