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Community Life Process Evaluation Method:

a pilot case study in Kawaguchi-Kizawa, Nagaoka, Niigata, Japan

Takayoshi KUSAGO and Takumi MIYAMOTO

Abstract

A community life process evaluation method was designed as a mechanism to promote local revitalization.
This could help local residents to understand how their own community changes once an activity that aims
at the local revitalization is introduced. Moreover, the performance of the activity could be evaluated and,
if necessarily, the activity could be revised based on the evaluation. Authors have started a trial of this
method in Kizawa, Kawaguchi, Nagaoka, Niigata Prefecture, hard-hit by the Chuetsu earthquake in 2004.
This paper aims at explaining the needs of the people-led community development, providing an outline of
the community life process evaluation method, and its baseline investigation survey conducted in 2010 in
the Kizawa area.

Keywords: Local Revitalization, Endogenous Development, Capabilities Approach, Neighborhood Study
Method (Jimotogaku), Process Evaluation
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