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Advertising as a social innovation;

An analysis of specific cases in American advertising history thirty(30) cases

Yutaka MIZUNO

Abstract

This article researches advertising by studying specific cases in American advertising history from the
20" century from the viewpoint macro socio-psychology. The author tries to show that successful
advertising relies on a combination the product and its social value rather than effective advertising appeal
itself, and can be called an institutional (social) innovation. This notion has rarely been studied. Many
researches treat advertising as an exit medium for innovation; however, this paper provides a supplemental
view point of innovation research, and tries to bridge the gap between macro socio-psychological or
cultural consumption studies and economic or management research.

Keywords: Advertising, Innovation, Social innovation, Value creation, History of American Advertising,
Advertising and Economics, Economics and Advertising, Commercial innovation, Macro social
psychology, Consumption culture
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