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A preliminary study on the effects of public-pension and
public-care systems on intergenerational relations between
older parents and adult children in contemporary Japan

Reiko YAMATO

Abstract

Intergenerational relations between older parents and their adult children has become one of the major
policy interests in contemporary Japan. There are 4 theoretical frameworks for studying these relations.
They are a modernization perspective, a demographic perspective, a policy-and-institution perspective, and
a cultural-norm perspective. Among these, the policy-and-institution perspective has been influential
perspectives for European studies, but not for Japanese studies. However, some recent Japanese work has
shown that social policy and institutions have large impacts on the intergenerational relations. Following this
perspective, the author of the present paper conducted a preliminary interview survey on the effects of
public-pension and public-care systems on relations between older parents and their adult children. This
paper reports some preliminary information obtained from the survey.
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