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A study on the co-ordination of introductory courses in sociology

Akihiro SUGINO, Yoshikazu NAGAI,
Reiko YAMATO, Ryogo MABUCHI

Abstract

Although Japanese sociologists are currently concerned with the methods and the outcomes of their
teaching, no study has been made in terms of what individual professors actually teach in their classes and
how far those classes are coordinated with each other. The four authors of this paper report what they teach
in the introductory courses of sociology, and explore ways for better co-ordination through mutual review of
their course contents. Furthermore, a half of the first-year students registered at the department of sociology
were asked how far those introductory courses were coordinated with each other and helped them to
understand sociology. The study shows that although the courses are coordinated to some extent there is
much room to improve the current course contents.
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