RTERE [fHEFiE) $39448 35, 2008, pp.47-61 ISSN 0287-6817

MR EAERFEORA - B 722 BERICIEIT T

Social Welfare Studies and Sociological Perspectives:
a renewed approach

Akihiro SUGINO

Abstract

Japanese social welfare studies developed as a branch of sociology. However, these two disciplines are
increasingly regarded as independent from each other. This study suggests that Japanese sociology played a
significant role for the development of social welfare studies in Japan in the following two respects. Firstly,
sociological studies of life and community which were made in the 1960’s encouraged social welfare studies
to shift their interests from individual incomes to life circumstances and a wider social context. Secondly,
when a government adopts sociological analysis it employs more social workers, whereas it employs more
clinical psychologists when it adopts medical and psychological analysis. In that sense, as sociological views
gradually diffused in Japan in the 20® century, the number of social workers employed in the public sector
increased. For the future of social welfare studies, it is suggested that sociological perspectives can
contribute in terms of the following three areas of study: social history of the welfare state, ethnographic
casework research, and policy process analysis of social services.
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