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An observation and a thought about “rules are made after a
practice has been done.”

—Evoking Offentlichkeit in terms of commercial broadcasting and firms.

Yutaka MIZUNO

Abstract

In recent years, there have been many discussions on Offentlichkeit in terms of commercial broadcasting
in Japan, because digitalization of communication systems has created confusion especially between
broadcasting and telecommunication businesses. Digitalization has prompted changes in law and
reconsideration of practices of traditional broadcasting. On the other hand, business ethics have been the
center of attention, because of many unpleasant incidents in Japan, especially concerning the manufacture
of consumer goods. The author tries to describe such situations and reconsider the meaning of Offentlichkeit
in a free market.

Key word: commercial broadcasting, Offentlichkeit, social aspect of advertising, laws of broadcasting,
corporate social responsibility, trust, social order
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