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Jean-Jacques Rousseau:
the Development of an Agent of Communication

Goko SENO

Abstract

Through an examination of Rousseau’s principal works, this paper essays to elucidate the development of
an agent of communication in his personal MStoiﬁy. It is suggested that the fundamental problem that affected
this, which is here argued to have resulted from his experience of having grown up deprived of mother love,
was his yearning for direct, unmediated communication, or “companionship as intimate as possible”, and that
this longing led him to take the view that, having such a desire at the core, the human heart could only be
fundamentally good, and therefore that whatever evil children might in fact be capable of must have its origin
in evil exerted by adults, or by society. Innocent as long as he is still left in solitude, man is forced, by the
development of technology, to take a place in society, which Rousseau viewed as nothing but a system of
dependency or obedience. Thus, prior to his composition of Emile, Rousseau had not yet arrived at an idea
of society as a community composed of mature agents of communication; on the other hand, through his
writing of Du Contrat Social and Emile, he arrived at a view of man and society that fundamentally echoes
those of Locke and Smith.

Key words: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, agent of communication, man and society, unmediated communication,
John Locke, Adam Smith.
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