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Reconsidering Traditional Shamanism ambng the Ifugao people,
Northern Luzon. |

KUMANO Takeshi

Abstract

This paper is a descriptive study on the Ifugao shamanism, especially native priesthood and women in the
northern Luzon, Philippines. The Ifugao religion can be comprehended through ritual practices, such as
prayers and chants, bakd, offerings and sacrifices, which the author attempts to reconstruct. Nowadays the
indigenous ideas and knowledge of religious practices are not shared with the younger generations, due to
Christian influences, modernization, etc.

In fact, Ifugao women participate in limited religious activities and seem to be excluded from native
priesthood. However, there exist some examples of Ifugaoc women who were culturally allowed to be
priestesses, though very> few because of many difficulties. These examples should be reconsidered from old
anthropologicai materials and the author’s research data for better understanding about cultural
representations by opposite sexes among mountain tribes, which is opposed to the Ifugao ‘model’ provided
by Michelle Rosaldo (1975).
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