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Nongshu and Nongzheng quanshu on the
Techniques of Cotton Textile

Keizo HASHIMOTO

Abstract

In the Nongshu (1313), Wang Chen discusses cotton textiles from the points of view bf its introduction
and distribution in China as well as problems concerning tools and instrumental development. In the
posthumously published Nongzheng quanshu (1639), Xu Guangqi critically evaluated Wang Chen’s
contribution to the development of instrumental devices from the perspective of the introduction and
cultivation of cotton in various districts. Xu also discusses cotton cultivation based on his own experience
and the prospects for a mature textile industry. On basis of these two contributions to the development of
the technology of cotton textiles, the author discusses the history of the Chinese cotton textile industry from
the beginning up to the early modern period.
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Wang Chen, Tao Zongyi, Xu Guangaqi
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