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Protection of personal information and occupational health

Norihiko IIDA, Sumie INOUE

Abstract

The “Protection of Personal Information Act (Law No. 57, 2003, hereinafter, “the act”)” was passed by the
Japanese Diet, and has been fully enforced since April 1st, 2005.

The act is intended to prevent invasion of individual rights including privacy and commercial profits, and
to protect fundamental human rights.

What is discussed here is the protection of personal information from the point of view in the occupational
health, in particular.

It is pointed out that the act is strongly influenced by governmental regulations, so called “administrative
guidance”, and that the reasons for disclosure are yet indefinite in practice.

Finally, we stress the fact that the act will influence the way of thinking how modern individuals should be
in the future under the persistent control of personal information in society, namely, with regard to the
disclosure of personal information and its protection.
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