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A “Semio-graphic” Analysis of Headlines Reporting the Story of
| the Abduction ( “Rachi” ) (3):

Concerning the 3rd Negotiation between Japan and DPRK and the Making
Up of the Ash Remains of Megumi Yokota

Yohji G. KIMURA, Hidenori ITAMURA, Keiko IKENOBU

Abstract

In newspapers, the positive or negative weight of the news value ( “semio-weight” ) of an event is
supposed to be expressed by the size of headlines and the selection of key words. In our earlier articles,
we have analyzed the differences of expression in the headlines reporting the “Abduction” by DPRK
(Kimura, Itamura, Ikenobu 2004, 2005).

This articles is to analyze the headlines of the four major newspapers (Asahi, Yomiuri, Mainichi, Sankei)
reporting the abduction ( “Rachi” ), during the 3rd negotiation between the Japanese and North Korean
Bureaus (2004.9.9-14). The “ash remains” of the young victim Megumi Yokota were returned from DPRK,
but the remains turned out to have been made up later (2004.12.9). Newspapers called for “Economic
Sanctions” ( “Seisai” ), which is also analyzed as a keyword in headlines. The relation between the semantic
structure of headlines and the reader's impression is also examined. Our data shows that Sankei and
Yomiuri were very positive about sanctions, although Asahi and Mainichi were not so positive about them.

Key words: semio-weight, abduction, sanction, North Korea, newspaper, headline, information, public
opinion, agenda, content-analysis, Yokota Megumi, socion
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