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The Study of Applying Computer Supported Communication in College Education
——Possibilities for the Practical Application of
Educational Activities Using Computer Networks—

Takayoshi HIGASHIMURA, Kenichi KUBOTA

Abstract

The rapid development in telecommunication technology, along with the
diffusion of personal computers, has brought about an age 1in which people
can now collaborate over computer networks. The term, 'Computer Support-
ed Co-operative Work" describes a research field in which researchers try
to investigate how people work together in an efficient manner using com-
puter systems, for instance, by transferring files, sending electronic mail,.
or accessing electronic conferences. These new functions of the computer
age can be used not only for business and research but also in the field
of education.

Computer mediated communication(CMC)learning has great possibilities in
the application of innovative educational elements in order to create a
learning environment which would overcome the limitations of traditional
learning methods.

In this paper, the authors introduce some theories on instruction and
learning which support CMC learning. Based on analysis of case studies in
which CMC learning was employed in actual classroom situations both in
Japan and the United States, the authors also present some suggestions
on how universities could incorporate and utilize CMC learning to greater
advantage and discuss some appropriate directions for further research on
CMC.

Key words : Computer Mediated Communication (CMC), Computer Supported Cooperative
Work (CSCW), Electronic Mail (E-mail), Electronic Conferencing, Computer
Network, Groupware, Brainstorming, Logical Positivism, Constructivism, Del
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