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The end of the Ming dynasty, and the
beginning of the present Ta Ch’ ing, were the
palmy days of Jesuit missions in China. At that
time portions at least of the Scriptures were
translated into Chinese and printed for general
use. It is not improbable, indeed, that the
whole of the Scriptures were translated, though

they were never printed, and therefore never

got into general circulation. A manuscript copy

of the New Testament in seven volumes, now

preserved in the library of the Propaganda at

Rome, may belong to this period. We could not

expect Rome to give her people freely whole
Bibles, not even New Testament; but much of
the substance of the Gospels, and sketches of
the more interesting historical narratives of the
Old Testament, were made at diff erent times
by diff erent men, and neatly printed and
widely circulated. Copies of these, some yellow
with age, some later reprints, may still be
found in the possession of old Catholic families
in Peking. They are written in a simple though
not uniform style, much of which diff ers little
from the Kuan - hua of the present day. (Rev.
John Wherry 1890, 47p)
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