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Note

The Effect of framing by meta-information of artwork
- Comparison of a frame emphasizing rarity and one emphasizing economic value -

Nahoko Hayashi, Arinori Yosano, Naomi Asari, Nobuo Nakatani,

Keiichi Uchida, and Norio Togiya

The objective of this study is to examine the influence of commentary on works of art on
the evaluation of those works of art. In pursuit of this objective, we conducted a survey at a
special exhibition of illustrated handscrolls of the Tale of the Heike, using high school
students as subjects. For this survey, we displayed two different commentaries on the
illustrated handscrolls of the Tale of the Heike, and had respondents evaluate the scrolls after
reading each commentary. While one of the commentaries placed an emphasis the rarity of
the scrolls, the other placed an emphasis on their economic value. Over the period of the
study, 142 high school students completed our survey after viewing the exhibition. Analysis
shows that respondents evaulated the cultural value of the illustrated handscrolls of the Tale
of the Heike more highly after reading the commentary emphasizing their rarity than they
did after reading the commentary that emphasized their economic value. This result
indicates that commentary framing has an influence on the evaluation of works of art.

Keywords: art appreciation, framing, intrinsic value, extrinsic value
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