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The cognition of intra-familial kinship terms among junior high

school students

Toshiya Tanaka (Department of Psychology, Faculty of Let-
ters, Kansai University, Yamate-cho, Suita 564), Shinichiro
Sugimura (Department of Educational Psychology, Faculty of
Education, Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya
464-01), and Hiroaki Ohnogi (Faculty of Education, Fukui

University, Bunkyo, Fukui 910)

A cognitive task concerning intra-familial kinship terms was imposed on 125 junior high school students
(male 57, felale 68). Forty-six questions were read successively and subjects were required to answer
each item. These questions consisted of two types ; one required the subjects to identify various familial
relationship (e.g. “my uncle”) from everyday description (e.g. “my parent’s brother”), and the other
presented relationship through legal degree of relationships (e.g. “my parent’s parent’s male child, other
than my parent”), some questions of both types containing redundant information concerning gender.
The main results were as follows. (1) Correct percentages on lineal relatives regardless of question type
were very high. (2) High correlation between related gender-differentiated kinship terms was observed. (3)
While questions employing ordinary expressions yielded higher correct percentages than those expressed
in legal terms, redundant information reduced correct percentages when combined with ordinary expres-

sion.
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I @K 76 46* 4T+ 30* 28* 44 36* .45% 49% 22* 31* 21* 20* 32* 079 034
2 2Ef 32* 46* 36* 40* 46* .46* 41* .47* 30* 45* 27* 26* 38* 079 036
30 R 57* 31* 17 41* 32* 25% 30* .33* 28* .19* .10 .28* 088 026
4 AR 26% 15 32* 40* 31* .32* 25% 36* .17 .13 .28* 085 028
5w 63* 55% 53* 34 36* .19% 25% 24* 26* 27* 088 023
6 il 58% 50 .41* .40* .34* 39* 24* 24* 28* 086 026
7 % 68% 36* .45* 22 37* 17 .18* 35* 088 024
8k 33* 38 22* 33* 16 .19* 34* 084 026
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*p<.05
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