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The Characteristics of Zen-Buddhism
in Nishida’s Philosophy

INOUE Katsuhito

The relation between Nishida’s Philosophy and Zen Buddhism has often
been discussed. I will show that his philosophy is more similar to the tradi-
tions of the Chan Master Ko-ts€ Shén-hui than to other sects. First,
carefully considered, Nishida’s metaphysical thinking differs from that of
Ma-tsu Tao-i and the Rinzai tradition. While these traditions see the total
activity of the Buddha-nature in daily life, Nishida always thinks of the
metaphysical transcendent principle of beings.

Second, Nishida’s philosophy is characterized as “holistic monism.” This
monism stresses a transcendent single principle which, never losing its
transcendence, develops itself by arising within itself. It is a logic that
transforms all things from within, and is also a wholeness from which all
originations are derived. In other words, this principle is well-named as a
logic of “substance” (#7) and “function” (yung). v

Nishida regards the transcendent #% as the open place of absolute noth-
ingness, comparing it to a clear mirror which lights itself up. This reminds
us of the teachings of Chan Master Ko-tsé Shén-hui, which compared the
Buddha-nature to a clear mirror, and which also emphasized sudden
enlightenment. Thus, Nishida’s logic of open space shows a clear similarity
to this Zen sect.

125  (125)

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



