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A great deal of recent criticism has concentrated on narrative fiction, yet
very little attention has been paid to its position in the history and world

of empire. Readers of this book will quickly discover that narrative is
crucial to my argument here, my basic point being that stories are at the
heart of what explorers and novelists say about strange regions of the
world; they also become the method colonized people use to assert their
own identity and the existence of their own history. The main battle in
imperialism is over land, of course; but when it came to who owned the

land, who had the right to settle, and work on it, who kept it going, who
won it back, and who new plans its future

these issues were

reflected, contested, and even for a time decided in narrative.” (T #i

EH)
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That Robinson Crusoe, like Defoe’s other main characters, Moll
Flanders, Roxana, Colonel Jacque, and Captain Singleton, is an
embodiment of economic individualism hardly needs demonstration. All
Defoe’s heroes pursue money, which he characteristically called ‘the
general denominating article in the world’; and they pursue it very
methodically according to the profit and loss book-keeping which Max
Weber considered to be the distinctive technical feature of modern
capitalism. Defoe’s heroes, we observe, have no need to learn this
technique; whatever the circumstances of their birth and education,
they have it in their blood, and keep us more fully informed of their
present stocks of money and commodities than any other characters in

fiction.! (TH#RIZEE)
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And . .. I resolvid to stay at Home, and if I could find Means for it, to
dispose of my Plantation. To this Purpose I wrote to my old friend at
Lisbon, who in return gave me Notice, that he could easily dispose of it
there: But that if I thought it fit to give him Leave to offer it in my name
to the two Merchants, the Survivors of my Trustees, who live’'d in the
Brasils [sic], who must fully understand the Value of it, who livid just
upon the Spot, and who I knew were very rich; so that he belive’'d they
would be fond of buying it: he did not doubt, but that I should make 4 or
5000 Pieces of Eight, the more of it.
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Accordingly I agreed, gave him Order to offer it to them, and he did
so; and in about 8 Months more, the Ship being then return’d, he sent
me Account, that they had accepted the Offer, and had remitted 33000
Pieces of Eight, to a Correspondence of theirs at Lisbon, to pay for it.

In Return, I sign’d the Instrument of Sale in the Form which they sent
from Lisbon, and sent it my old Man, who sent me Bills of Exchange for

32800 Pieces of Eight to me, for the Estate; reserving the Payment of
100 Moidores a Year to him, the old Man, during his Life, and 50
Moidores afterwards to his Son for his Life, which I had promised them,
which the Plantation was to make good as a Rent-Charge. And thus I

have given the first Part of a Life of Fortune and Adventure, a Life of
Providence’s Checquer-Work [sic], and of a Variety which the World
will seldom be able to show the like of: Beginning foolishly, but closing

much more happily than any Part of it ever gave me Leave so much as
to hope for."> (T#HIZ&%)
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Robinson Crusoe clearly is more like contemporary adventure stories
than like the travel books . . . But more important, Robinson Crusoe has
a larger coherence than that produced by the narrative sequence —— a
coherence which ultimately separates Robinson Crusoe from both travel
literature and adventure stories, for books in both the latter traditions
lack an informing idea which gives a meaning to individual events or to
the sequence as a whole. These books seem to lack ideological content,
and no thematic meaning can be abstracted from them . . . . Robinson
Crusoe is structured on the basis of a familiar Christian pattern of
disobedience-punishment- repentance-deliverance, a pattern set up in
the first few pages of the book. Crusoe sees each event of his life in
terms of the conflict between man’s sinful natural propensity, which
leads him into one difficulty after another, and a watchful providence,
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which ultimately delivers man from himself.’® (F#i3%%)
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He bid me observe it, and I should always find, that the Calamities of
Life were shared among the upper and lower Part of Mankind; but that
the middle Station had the fewest Disasters, and was not expos’d to so
many Vicissitudes as the higher or lower Part of Mankind; nay, they
were not subjected to so many Distempers and Uneasinesses either of
Body or Mind, as those were who, by vicious Living, Luxury, and
Extravagances on one Hand, or by hard Labour, Want of Necessaries,
and mean or insufficient Diet on the other Hand, bring Distempers upon
themselves by the natural Consequences of their Way of Living; That
the middle Station of Life was calculated for all kind of Vertues [sic] and
all kinds of Enjoyments; that Peace and Plenty were the Hand-maids of a
middle Fortune; that Temperance, Moderation, Quietness, Health,

Society, all agreeable Diversions, and all desirable Pleasures, were the
Blessings attending the middle Station of Life; that this Way Men went
silently and smoothly through the World, and comfortably out of it . . .
(pp. 4-5)." (TH#TEH)
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And thus I have given the first Part of a Life of Fortune and Adventure, a
Life of Providence’s Checquer-Work [sic], and of a Variety which the
World will seldom be able to show the like of: Beginning foolishly, but
closing much more happily than any Part of it ever gave me Leave so
much as to hope for (pp. 303-4). (T#HUIEE)
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