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19174F Samurel Couling @ “Encyclopedia Sinica” 121%, Oranges & L THi
WHHEIZOWTRRT V5,

Oranges, Citrus spp, China is probably the original home of the sweet
orange and also of mandarin oranges, tangerines and kumquats.

There are said to be over eighty different kinds of edible oranges grown
on the south-eastern coasts and islands of China.

Of the sweet orange, (C. aurantium sinensis), there are several
varieties, chiefly from South China.

The mandarin oranges (C. nobilis) are large, have a loose skin of a dark
orange-red colour, and very sweet. Other excellent varieties are found in
Ssuch‘uan. The trees are not so prolific as the tangernes, and the leaves
and wood are much stronger in growth and of a darker colour.

To the same group belong the so-called bitter or tonic oranges from
Wen chow.

The tangerines are also C. nobilis but include the small loose-skinned
oranges, mostly of a light orange colour and well seeded. The leaves of the
trees are small and of a light green colour. There are several varuties.
The trees are able to bear quite severe cold.

The kumquat (c. japonica) is a small fruit, generally preserved in sugar
or syrup. There are a few varieties, the elongated kind being the
favourite; it is even sent as far as the Peking markets.

Of pomelos and shaddocks (C. decumana) there are several varieties.
The Amoy pomelo is particularly good; it is flattened, has a loose skin, its
segments separate easily, and when fresh, it is very sweet and juicy.

The lemon is not grown in China as a fruit tree but only as a dwarf
pot-plant, bearing as many fruits as can be got on it. The fingered lemon

of Buddha's Hand (C. medica digitata) 7 to shou is a guerr fruit much
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grown as an ornamental pot-plant. The fruits are used as presents and
kept for their scent, and are supposed to bring good luck.

There are various other quaint citrus plants, grown in pots and valued
for their strangeness.m)
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