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A Tory ministry led by Robert Harley had by this time been in power

for some three years, and rumours were rife that, though it still paid lip-

service to the Act of Settlement and the Hanoverian succession, it [=a

Tory ministry] was intending a sell-out to France, with whom in secret

it had for some time been in friendly relations, and to the Pretender. The

danger seemed all the more real in that it was known that Queen Anne,

no friend to the Hanoverians, would in her heart had preferred her

Stuart brother to succeed. Thus it was becoming an urgent question

whether, if the Queen were to die, the Act of Settlement would in fact

be upheld. (29-30) (emphasis added) ’
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Hindsight may suggest that the Jacobites never had a chance, but

throughout most of the eighteenth century the Whigs live in continual

fear of a successful counter-revolution by the Jacobites. . . . William had

to dodge three attempts at assassination during his reign. For someone

like Defoe, who grew up with the terror of the possible eradication of

Protestantism by Louis XIV, confidence in the permanence of the

Glorious Revolution was impossible. (104) (emphasis added) *’
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L, F74— 3L TOERABIGRFICHEL 2K, REMIZIIFHY=
2= = MIBRRENTLE ) b LT 7 4 —DIT02EOEMEIRY, T
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If Defoe was now prepared, after almost ten years of political work
behind the scenes, to compromise on almost every political principles

that he had ever held, there was one about which he never wavered to

the slightest degree: he was a determined upholder of the Protestant

succession [the Hanoverian succession]. So firmly did he believe in it,
indeed, that the merest suggestion of bringing back the exiled Stuarts
[the Old Pretender] horrified him. The return of the Stuarts meant to a
man like Defoe reaction, prosecution, and commercial disaster. All that

had been gained under that best of monarchs, King William, would be

thrown away . ... (192-3) (emphasis added) ¢’
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It is worth noticing, too, that in The Shortest Way Defoe had already
perfected a technique which was to serve him again and again when he

took to writing his fictitious narratives late in life: the technique of

putting himself in someone else’'s shoes and proceeding to write

consistently from that person’s point of view. . .. That, at any rate, was

Defoe’s habitual method of writing prose fiction; it is a developed form of

11)

‘make-believe’. (11) (emphasis added)

[H U OMOFECE Y &), ZONIORE»S5—H L TFEY FlT 5]
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EEALTWD LR TWn5,
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What Strife is here among you all? And what a Noise about who

shall or shall not be King, the Lord knows when? Is it not a strange thing
we cannot be quiet with the Queen we have, but we must all fall into

Confusion and Combustions about who shall come after? (167)

(emphasis added)
IO 3 LORBEBIT TN TN TFE, 165k, 295EL 2o T\wh, 3 D& bEEML
THY, FZEIHLHWEZERLZ LT, FEDEEZFIZH) L LTWDEDN
B ThH b, TRMO 2 LIIEFIEL DOFSREL L >TBY, &6
1 30T b RV EEAS Strife T 6 T, 5 2 L THR D £V 7813 Noise H D 5 3T
EoTEBY, WINLHLTHL, 3FHHOILIZ, FMHCEFRLEDRIT
TELERD, XOBPEICHO T, HEY AT ER]SEHNLS
(Confusion and Combustions [l & B&Eh ). HHEIT ZREK T2 3 D DEER
O EmE LT EmICTIZAD ) EHADFEN FFELP LS5 TLEHLD
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PH e NRT D LRBLFONDL LV 259,
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If the Danger of the Pretender is really so great as the Noise which

some make about it seems to suppose, if the Hopes of his coming are so

well grounded, as some of his Friends seem to boast, it behoves [sic] us
who are to be the Subjects of the Approaching Revolution, which his
Success must necessarily bring with it, to apply ourselves seriously to
examine what our Part will be in the Play, that so we may prepare
ourselves to act as becomes us, both with Respect to[the Government

we are now under] and with Respect to the Government we may be

under], when the Success he promises himself shall (if ever it shall)
answer his Expectation. (187) (emphasis added)

EIMFLIIEd BR2BHIER>TWD, #1MFTId, 775 1675 29
RO A 3 X EAGFLTHE2ETH Y, B2 M BEEIXOIGFEDOFFIZY
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RO3GTDLIFTFTHY, YD 35D 2 %FLTHSit behoves . . . tod52 T,
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Otz S that ... may BilZ ORI AEE &L o> Twhb,
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That we are to have a Peace, or that the Peace is made, What sort of

13)

Peace (is made)"™ , or How it has been brought about; these are

Questions the World begins to have done with, they have been so much,
so often, and to so little Purpose banded about, and tossed like a
Shuttlecock, from one Party to another; the Parties themselves begin to

want Breath to rail and throw Scandal. (209) (emphasis added)

BHE X705 oMb, B 1 MFOBEL 7, %2 Mo B T1195E
g 2L, XORIEWEOFEIMEST LD, TNTO2RVORIES
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EE2MF ORI ET2EMS2FHOL VL7259, BE3MTOEDF
(&, FARKBEICE T 2MIROE DV EY 2, ZLHIAITERLI NIV b D
TRIZIRZ O, BHHXZOBEI? S HE251\WTWwh, KMEMOED Fi&, &
E %0y bmSa e omHicho 2580 FLLTRESNTVWLIDOTH
%o

HEMS 2 KT 27200 T, 77+ —»3EMOFEN) FEEhThaed R
LA ATELTHRELTVDLIENGD D, YTV FAERHLAL DI,
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What Strife is here among you all? And what a Noise about who

shall or shall not be King, the Lord knows when? Is it not a strange thing

we cannot be quiet with the Queen we have, but we must all fall into

Confusion and Combustions about who shall come after? Why, pray folks,

How old is the Queen, and when is she to Die, that here is this Pother

made about it? I have heard wise People say the Queen is not Fifty

Years Old, that she has no Distemper but the Gout, that is a Long-life

Disease, which generally holds People out Twenty, or Thirty, or Forty

years; and let it go how it will, the Queen may well enough linger out

Twenty or Thirty years, and not be a Huge Old Wife neither. (167)

(emphasis added)

AROMTHER/ZZLHIZ, FIMTTT 7+ —HHELLFE) FIX, BERILS
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I 2 0n D T [RELEBEEY] 251 TSI [Tk
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TIZOEH)BKREX] 235007 anbiciuimiﬂxﬁuﬁw e i N
FHENT T 5,
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Why, hark ye, you Folk that call yourselves Rational, and talk of having

Souls, is this a Token of your having such things about you, or of

thinking Rationally; if you have, pray what is it likely will become of you

all? Why, the Strife is gotten into your Kitchens, your Parlours, your

Shops, your Counting-houses, nay, into your very Beds. You Gentlefolks

[sic], if you please to listen to your Cookmaids and Footmen in your

Kitchens, you shall hear them scolding, and swearing, and scratching,
and fighting among themselves; and when you think the Noise is about
the Beef and the Pudding, the Dishwater, or the Kitchen-stuff, alas you

are mistaken; the Feud is about the more mighty Affairs of the

Government, and who is for the Protestant Succession, and who for the

Pretender. (167-8) (emphasis added)

B FE THE2ET L] LB CEREFOCEHIT T2, ZoBROE) FoO
A, EEEAE)RERELZLOL W) LD, #HFEREHTO/-HDIIR 5T
WBEWZ D, [5DH ) EBELREMAZ TND EFT o TWIZEEE b ld—&
E) o T LEo/edn] LFEY F3T, [HBF, JaH, whE, KErE%=]
EVioZeh ) EDH LW LEFITHVIHEE 5 TV D05, JH O X EALHRAKR E
TREBXLOTII RV EEY FIRFELL TV,

BTS00, FRIHHRS & ENLE) FOOHIE, FIHoMIEE
DT, [FWIERFORMA S 2] 51ZRILTWwIDEL W) HITTEH
WZHEE > T b ez b, ([RFOBRBES 2] EEMIcRb L7228, FHXO
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Vx v E BRI EE (2)
—7 7+ — RIS BIT B EUE - BBE - 0 — (T
‘yvour very Beds' 13d o EEMWIR G EHTH 5,)

VPR X TV ERMAOEMAELI L LT [HF) (Kitchens) 25ZIF 5 Tw
55912, OB TOA WA EBEEIRE TWD Elkbh, 2%
OFED) NCHEEORM TSR EENL 20, GEIFEOYE S KL Z v,
FROMFEEZRY B LT, L DOANFBEAKEIC» T 1T T L% 5E) T3k
RLTWE LW IR EHEIIISDOTH S,

KA O R 2 B 52 L2k 205, 77+ —d ko &) HRwic
OB L) FEEXWICHELLEZONL T 7+ =B L L0,
B> O 0E 2 #m CT ] ZAURE ) FTH L EHFIZ, —HTIE, 5%
DPFERPLANEEE DB IHWIEL L) REY)FTHo7201. L n)IDd,
7 —DERARICHRATYS Z 1L, 1T 25AEALTED,
FORMTLHERVEVICBETTCVWL I LIZRDOE, EATHDL [N —7
7 —ROFNMAEIZSOT S 5] L) FED FOTRIZEVEVERC L) I2%
LIl olnbTHb,

B, T7+—=DE I MTOFEY) FIHNG LM ETLOTBI ). 1.
E% HIFCo [REL L BB (Confusion and Combustions) (&—f& &9 L T
ELOMERNIZLHICHED, EBRFTH L EMPHAREY R MEL, Ax%
RTFTHEEEFE)FIILoT0D, 2. 5F ) FITRBEISH LTI R T
BIFTHRL, 7Ty ZEITH L CHEREN R A R LHWTE ) (B4
when is she to Die, the Gout that is a Long-life Disease), &ENDHE %
ZLLARWT WD, 3. WHREENG > TV LR HIZHS -6 OHF I T
I ETIERL, EMMAREE V) [ ok @iz BRI ] (the more
mighty Affairs of the Government) 7 M7 & W) BirH 5, &) FToEM %
FID 72 LB E o T b,

(RFa~EHE<)

/i
1) jm ol /'\":/)l/i DX_ipjj:/\l_ﬁli (1) 77 4 ,”ELILIChj'OUZQﬁ(D ]_u—_% i‘f‘ J H*j
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