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Is the Field of Disaster Risk Reduction Expanding?

Comparison of the Public Forum at the UN’s World Conference
in Hyogo in 2005 with the Public Forum in Sendai in 2015
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SUMMARY

The UN’s Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) efforts began in earnest in the 1990s with
the designation of the decade as the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction (IDNDR). The first World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction was
held in 1994 in Yokohama, Japan. The second and third conferences were also held in
Japan, and the strategies and frameworks adopted at the conferences all include
Japanese place names. Despite this, the strategies and frameworks adopted by the UN
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are rarely mentioned in DRR research and measures in Japan.

This paper, therefore, focuses on the public forum, a side event of the world confer-
ences, and examines some of its characteristics. Specifically, the paper examines the
public forums at the second conference in Hyogo in 2005 and the third conference in
Sendai in 2015 and compares their contents to examine whether these fora have
enabled diverse people to be involved in DRR.

The results show that the number of fora and participants at the Sendai conference
increased significantly compared to the Hyogo conference and that the number of
events including ‘community’ and ‘women’ in the public forum increased, suggesting
that the scope of DRR efforts is broadening. In addition, an increasing number of the



organisers of such events are non-profit-making organisations, suggesting that these

organisations are taking a greater interest in DRR. There has also been an increase in

the number of private companies also increased, suggesting that interest in DRR is

gradually increasing across a wide range of sectors.
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Welcome and Opening Comments

Part I: Complexity Thinking: Vulnerability Analy-
sis of Critical Infrastructure
Network Thinking: Understanding interdependencies
and interconnectivity to support vulnerability analy-
sis and DRR
Dr Anthony J Masys and Dr Nibedita Ray-
Bennett (University of Leicester, UK)
Emerging Critical Infrastructure Vulnerabilities: a
perspective of systems thinking & reflective sce-
nario planning
Dr Tie Xu and Dr Anthony J Masys (University
of Modern Sciences Dubai and University of
Leicester, UK)

Part II: Systems Thinking, Systems Failure and
Systems Alignment for DRR and Development
Why more women die in disasters than men? :
Making the case for ‘systems failure’

Dr Nibedita S Ray-Bennett and Mr Bede

Wilson (University of Leicester, UK)
Towards a systems approach to drought resilience
in the Horn of Africa

Mr Samuel Akera, Mr J.A.C. Manzano, Mr L.

Ogallo, Dr Nibedita S Ray-Bennett and Dr

Anthony J Masys (UNDP, Nairobi, IGAD

Climate Prediction and Applications Centre

(ICPAC) , Nairobi and University of Leices-

ter, UK)
Disaster Dynamics: The Unintended Effects of
Disaster Resilience Initiatives

Mr Bede Wilson (University of Leicester, UK)
Trust, emergent learning and building of communi-
ties of practice: Lessons we can draw from the
case of drought proofing in Maharashtra, India

Dr Supriya Akerkar (Oxford-Brookes Univer-

sity, UK)

Part lll: Tackling Complexities and Hyper-Risks
Co-learning in Nepal: How can we learn from
each other? Realising co-learning between experts
and non-experts
Dr Hideyuki Shiroshita (Kansai University,
Japan)
A Critical Pedagogy of Risk: Empowering Children
with Knowledge and Skills for DRR
Dr Briony Towers (RMIT University, Australia)
Reactive to Pro-active to Reflective Disaster
Responses: Introducing Critical Reflective Practices
in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)
Dr Nibedita S Ray-Bennett, Dr Anthony
Masys, Dr Hideyuki Shiroshita and Professor
Peter Jackson (University of Leicester, UK)

Concluding Remarks from the Chairs
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