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Educational Problems of Boarding School Students in Inner Mongolia:

The Social Bonds Perspective
QIBAGA

Abstract

Since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, its central government has initiated
policies to promote basic education, which has greatly improved the level of education. However,
progress is slow in remote areas, such as agricultural and pastoral areas where different ethnic groups
live. Considering multiple factors, including local natural environment and population dispersion,
boarding schools have undeniably contributed to solving real-world problems. However, few studied
have investigated the educational problems of boarding school students from the perspective of home
education and social bonds.

This study tries to reveal the connection between children living apart from their parents and
social bonds such as parental attachment, educational development, and commitment. To explore the
educational problems, a questionnaire survey of boarding school students in Ordos, Inner Mongolia
was conducted. Additionally, some boarding students’ parents were interviewed to investigate the
relationship between family education, such as parental attachment, and educational problems of
boarding students. Furthermore, the teachers were interviewed to help examine the importance of their
role in the current situation of boarding school students.

This study fulfils the following two purposes. First, it reveals the connection between the
educational problems of boarding school students and social ties, particularly attachment to parents
and educational commitment. Second, it establishes that improved social bonds help increase the

possible benefits for students and positively impact their academic performance.

Keywords: Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, Boarding student, Social bonds, Commitment,

Subjective academic performance
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