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147 items
[ Articles with “humor” in their titles and “psychology” in the names of their journals or publishers

were retrieved from the J-Stage and Cinii Research databases.

1 item / l WIOS items

Comment ] [ Papers Abstracts

9 items / \ 32 items

‘ Theoretical studies ’ ‘ Quantitative studies ’
(e.g., reviews, advocating theories) (e.g., surveys, experiments)

9 iten>< items

Papers and abstracts with definitions of humor }*

2 items l l 23 items 31‘it ms

‘ Papers and abstracts without definitions of humor

74 items l

( Definitions given by the authors ]

MMm&////ﬁﬁE;:::::fizz 6 ite i
‘ Emotion ’ ‘ Stimulus ’ Phenomenon ’ ‘ Cognition ’ ‘ Social factors
1 item 2 items 12 items Sit
‘ Definitions taken from other researchers’ articles |L
‘ Operational definitions IL
27 items

Classification flow chart of the definitions of humor. Reviewed articles were classified by the
following elements. The cumulative number of items reviewed are reported next to each
corresponding box.
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HIL, LA, F B, O3200ME LT 5,
BLAEEREBLLALILELLTVEETHD
FE B, LAOREITE L 25 E Rl 9 2 &8
TEL0HTHD BEMST T RIEAZHAIL,
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RUHEBIHULHADIBES

— RIS, L AIZERGTTH Y. BhLAEE
Thbo BLAIMKE L2 TH Y, FOx51E
RIS DA, B LAIEE D TldZ v, Bk
DIEB BN E B & ABEEE 2O NTEEATS
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B LAE, FHPELAQEKICH LTE 2,
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Examination and Comparison of the Definition of “Humor”
between English and Japanese as a Psychological Construct.

MORITA Ayako

Abstract

Problems and Objectives Humor has been defined variously by researchers. The aim of this study
is to summarize the definitions of humor of previous studies, and to revise the concept of humor as a
psychological construct, describing its uniqueness.

Methods and Results First, 147 articles were collected and divided according to the way of how to
define humor. Each group of articles was compared to show that there are several contradictions among
their definitions of humor. There seems to be some misconceptions about humor and needs to make a
revision of its definition. Next, examination was demonstrated to clarify the concept of humor as a
psychological construct. Finally, the details of uniqueness of the concept of humor were described and

a few tips for researchers to approach humor experiences were proposed.

Key words: humor, laughter, concept, definition, amusing experience





