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Toward the Development of a New Environmental Education Program
Centered on Regional Cooperation

MURAKAWA Haruhiko, YASUDA Tadanori and MORI Satoshi

Abstract

Due to the spread of the new coronavirus pandemic that began in the winter of 2020, university
education is being forced to undergo major changes. Many universities in Japan have maintained the
provision of educational opportunities through a mix of face-to-face, online, and hybrid classes.
However, what has been revealed by these endeavors is the change in the tide of college education that
had already occurred before the pandemic. Since the beginning of the 21st century, ICT has developed
rapidly, making it possible to transmit knowledge beyond the constraints of space and time. There is a
demand for a shift from knowledge transfer style education to education that nurtures practical
knowledge in the real world. In order to respond to such changes, we have developed the “Kandai-style
Experiential Learning Programs(K-ELP)” since 2013, which focuses on project-based learning in
collaboration with local people.

Taking into consideration the changes in the educational environment due to the coronavirus
pandemic, we further developed this K-ELP as a new environmental education program in collaboration
with people in Sakai City and Tanabe City. Funded by the 2019-2020 Kansai University Education and
Research Advancement Promotion Fund, the new direction of the K-ELP has been explored both in
theory and in practice. Specifically, we examine the pedagogical goal of experiential education and
propose the phronesis in Aristotle’s trinity of knowledge as a learning goal for college education, and
project-based learning methods that promote learning in the community. Finally, we illustrate a new
environmental education project which focuses on “diversity” and “reciprocity” as guidelines for prac-

ticing cooperation with local communities to solve common global issues to achieve the SDGs.

Keywords: Experiential Learning, Regional Cooperation, PBL, Environmental Education





