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Modern stylistic reform and The style of early modern proclamations
in China and Japan

WANG Ting

Around the 19th century, stylistic reforms occurred almost simultaneously in
China and Japan.The division of words was considered to hinder the modernization of
both countries, and movements were made in both countries to criticize classical
languages and advocate spoken sentences.However, recognition of the language should
not be limited to written or colloquialism, and it is necessary to pay attention to the
language itself and turn to social perspective. Writer analyzes the early modern
proclamations of both China and Japan based on the “formal language” theory of Feng
Shengli,and interpreted that official documents showing a tendency to simplify in order to
meet the demands of the times were limited from classical languages because of the
standpoint of being “formal language”, and tried a non-literary approach to studying early
modern language of China and Japan.
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