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The Chinese Translation of Aoki Masaru’s
The History of Modern Chinese Opera and Its Influence

GU Chengyao

In 1930, Aoki Masaru published The History of Modern Chinese Opera after
Wang Guowei’s The History of Opera in Ming and Qing Dynasties. This work is
mainly composed of two papers, From Kunqu Opera to Beijing Opera (1926) and
The Evolution from Southern Opera to Northern Opera (1928). Aoki’s two papers
and works were translated into Chinese as soon as they were published and widely
disseminated in China. According to the author’s investigation, there are three
kinds of these translations published in magazines, two in the form of pamphlets
and as many as seven in the form of books. By comparing the Chinese translation
with the original, this paper finds that all the early translations are faithful to the
original works, except that Zheng Zhen added a large number of his own views to
the translated work at will. However, most of these translations use the words of
Chinese characters in the original works directly, which makes the translation
more rigid. It can be said that Aoki’s work has a great influence on the empirical
study of the history of modern Chinese opera.
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