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As in Gulliver’s Travels (1726) and A Modest Proposal (1729) ... Swift

often uses an Iironic persona, an invented narrator who is smug,

self-confident or foolish. The irony is at the expense of the narrator, who is

used to express all manner of foolish social ideas and prejudices. The touch
of excess in the narrator's manner signals to us that his views are suspect:
the detached author and reader both look down on his folly and that of the

society he speaks for. Yet satiric writers such as Pope and Swift are not

really detached, for they are disturbed by the fact that people can be so
foolish.'"”” (emphasis added)
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I have been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance in

London, that a young healthy child well nursed is at a year old a most

delicious, nourishing, and wholesome food, whether stewed, roasted, baked,

or boiled; and I make no doubt that it will equally serve in a fricassee or a

ragout. (emphasis added)
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What! would you bring over the Family of Hannover [sic] to have them

Murthered [sic]? No, no, those that have a true Value for the House of

Hannover, would by no Means desire them to come hither, or desire you to

bring them on such Terms:; first let the World see you are in a Condition to

Support and Defend them, that the Pretender, and his Power and Alliances

of any kind, shall not Disperse and Ruin him and you together; first unite

and put yourselves into a Posture that you may defend the Succession, and

then you may have it; but as it stands now, good Folks, consider with
yourselves what Prince in Europe will venture among Us, and who that

has any Respect or Value for the House of Hannover can desire them to
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come hither. (emphasis added) '’
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Now the Protestant Religion, the whole Work of Reformation, the Safety of

the Nation, both as to their Liberties and Religion, the keeping out French

or Spanish Popery, the dying at a Stake, and the like, being always esteem’

d Things of much less Value than the faithful adhering to the Divine Rule
of keeping the Crown in the Right Line, let any true Protestant tell me,
how can we pretend to be for the Hannover [sic] Succession? (emphasis

added)®
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