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Observations on the Eighteenth Century Kumemura Community’s
Toet saishi kankei kimo

LIU Shuyu

Abstract

In the early modern Rytkyts (1609 to 1879), Confucian rituals, especially
the Zhuzi jiali (RT%4L) family-style rituals that were formed during the Song
dynasty, gradually became Ryukyuan rituals with the spread and acceptance of
the Cheng-Zhu school of Neo-Confucianism and Chinese kinship thought among
the Ryukyuan scholar-bureaucrat class. In particular, the Kumemura community,
which was conscious of being descendants of Chinese, placed more importance
on Confucian rituals than did the scholar-bureaucrat clans in Shuri and Naha.
Under the influence of Zhu Xi's philosophy of family rituals, the Kumemura
began compiling ceremonies related to their own family customs. In the Naha
City Museum of History, there is a document about the ritual sacrifices of the
Kumemura scholar-bureaucrats called Tédei saishi kankei kimo (5SS BIFRBIL) .
Through analysis of this document, I have concluded that it describes the
sacrificial rites of the Jin (%) family and was written in the nineteenth century.
Although its main content is based on Chinese guides to Confucian etiquette
such as Zhuzi jiali and Si li chugao (first draft of the Four Rites WUALEIFR), it is
still possible to discern Ryukytan aspects of the sacrificial rituals in the text.
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