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On the Diversity of Fonts in the Han Dynasty as Seen in Bamboo Slips:
Focus on the Nature of the Documents

ZHAO Xiangru

Abstract

In this paper, I focus on the different types of fonts found on Han dynasty
bamboo slips, including variants of the same Chinese character and the
calligraphic style in which they were written. Through analysis of the Zhen Cao
edict (E# ), I found that “Zhen Cao” (E¥*) has multiple meanings, such as
“Zhen Cao” as a type of font and “Zhen Cao” as a document.

Taking the Yuankang Five-year Imperial Edict Book (JCHETLAEZAEM) as an
example, this paper specifically investigates the relationship between handwriting
and the type of the document, and the changes in writing styles according to the
nature of the document. Taking handwriting as the standard to judge the nature
of documents, this paper investigates the diversity of writing forms found in
different documents, and analyzes the changing rules of the nature and
handwriting of the documents. It also clarifies the relationship between the
nature of the documents and writing style. Although the content of the writing
is very important, it differs according to the situation. Documents intended for
external use were written in a rigorous style, while those intended as internal
records could be said to have been written in collapsed fonts. I conclude that the
diversity in fonts (variants, writing style) in the administrative documents of the

Han Dynasty was owing to the nature of the documents.
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