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Abstract

Giulio Aleni’s (1528-1649) Zhifang waiji (“Record of Foreign Lands,” 1623)
Is an important representative work of geography in the period of “Eastward
spread of Western learning.” It is considered the most influential Chinese
translation of geography in the late Ming and early Qing dynasties. When the
ruling class and intellectuals of the Ming Dynasty encountered the Chinese
character translations of foreign country names and place names in the book,
those foreign country names and place names entered the Chinese lexicon and
spread in various historical and geographical documents of later generations.

The purpose of this paper is to organize the main translations of country
names in Zhifang waiji, focusing on theoretical knowledge of cultural representation
and language contact, from the translation methods of country names, foreign
language etymology, analysis of special place names, and words used in
translation. Starting from differences, use of Chinese characters, and
categorization of final sounds, it discusses the characteristics of Chinese
translations in Zhifang waiji and their contribution to the optimization of the
Chinese lexicon in the future and the unification of foreign country names and

place names.
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