Introduction to Research on Chinese Frontier Poetry:
Formulation of the Concept of the Frontier Poetry Genre

WU Yuqing

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to understand the connotation of the term
“frontier fortress” and the formation process of frontier poetry through the
collation of war poetry since the pre-Qin period (prior to 221 BC) and literary
criticism since the Northern and Southern Dynasties (420-589). The first part
provides a brief collation and summary of relevant research in the academic
community. The second part explores the geographical areas referred to by the
term “border fortress” before the Tang Dynasty (618-907) through the collation
of the term “border fortress” in pre-Tang historical books. The third part lists
the war poems before the Northern and Southern Dynasties and clarifies the
inherited relationship between the border poems and the war poems from the
pre-Qin Dynasty to the Three Kingdoms (220-280) and the Jin Dynasties (266-
420). The fourth part analyzes the content characteristic of poets analogous
works in the Northern and Southern Dynasties and clarifies that poetry with the
three themes of garrisoning on the border, military, and warfare became
separate kinds of poetry. The fifth part concludes that the poetry category of
“border poetry” had basically formed during the Tang and Song Dynasties
(960-1279) through the analysis of the criteria for selecting poems in the Souyu
xiaoji (FBE/NE Little Collection of Searching for Jade) of the Tang Dynasty
and the poems under the heading of “military” in the Wenyuan yvinghua (SCIEIE
3 Finest Blossoms in the Garden of Literature) of the Song Dynasty.
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