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Recondite rhetoric in the first tanka,
a 31-syllable Japanese poem, chanted by Susanowo,
a deity of ferocious nature,

in the Kojiki and Nihon-shoki

KOBA Motoharu

tanka
The present paper aims to rout out the real intention of the first 454K, a

31-syllable Japanese poem, chanted by ;ﬁ%ﬂf%wﬁ a deity of ferocious nature of

the Yamato sovereignty, appearing at the fronts of both the oldest historical

Kojiki Nihon-shoki
records, “ a0 " written in AD 712, and “ H A ZH#!" in AD 720.

Yamata no orochi
Immediately after Susanowo defeated /Ul K¥E, an eight ridges-and-valleys
Kushinada-hime
scaled dragon with eight heads-and-tails, to save HiZHIt®, the only
Kunitsu-kami

daughter left of the man and wife of E[#: i, deities of the land, Susanowo and
Kushinada-hime married. At that moment, he chanted the tanka of Quote #1
of the Kojiki as follows. The individual syllables or sounds were one by one
transcribed into Chinese characters representing sounds instead of their
regular meaning.

UATHH PETrtin ik
i

yva he

KA

ki tu ku‘ru so no ya he gn ki wo
TIEASA T BRI S Quote #1
Today, the following ideographic expression by Chinese characters with
accessory Japanese hiragana is most widely known.

yvakumo tatu izumo yahegaki tumagomi ni yahegaki tukuru sono yahegaki wo

NEw> HEAFEE FEilZ NEHES ZONEHE
SQuote #2
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Kojiki-den o )
“Ir#HF0n ", the most popular study of the Kojiki in Japan, written by

MOTO'ORI Norinaga
=

& % in the Edo Period shows the following translation.

ima ware s/uga;gmiymo tsukuru wori shimo  yahekumo no tatu yo  kono tachiizuru kumo
SELVIHE S E} PSR LY, NEZDEL, 0V FH5Z,

yahegaki wo s ewo komoramu kOnOn‘llY! no ryo ni kumomo yahegaki wo tukuru kotoyo

NEHE )y BHEEIES & M HORIC, Z N EHE (F5 =& T
JQuote #3

English translation: As I am going to keep my new wife in the house
Su \1., \
at ZHH, a pile of clouds occurs. These rising clouds are making a

pile of hedges. The hedges of clouds are occurring in our
premises too.

Kyu-Kokka-taikan
A tanka (IHE#CKER, old comprehensive national poems, No.(0430)

yakumo sasu izumonokora ga Man'yo-sha

beginning with /\NZER HZEF%F appears in the Vol.3 of “Z#4£ " It was
KAKINOMOTO Hitomaro Empress Jito

composed by fii A A Fk 2 in the time of FifEAE, AD 687 to 697, and
therefore, is the first philological appearance of almost the same poetic epithet
as NET,

In the early 10" century, two centuries after the appearance of the Kojiki and
Nihon-shoki, was written “ 7 k/\f‘ZYa?L}/fa’% Its Japanese hiragana-written preface
indicated Susanowo's poem of Quote #1 was the first tanka, a 31l-syllable

Japanese poem. This preface shows his poem in hiragana as follows:

vakumo tatu izumo yvahegaki tumagome ni yahcga\‘k\ tukuru sono yahcga\‘ki W o
b WNOY PAPRE DFITDOIZ RADVEDLDL FORNDNEE
:Quote #4

For this poem, the following note is added:

yairo no kumo no tatu wo mite omi tama

SBDEEDIOERT FASFNG

English translation: Susanowo chanted this waka, finding
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eight—colored clouds rising.

vakumo yakumo yakumo
Here 4°< %72 seems to have been recognized as /\EE_L after /\ZEH by
KAKINOMOTO Hitomaro
fili A N Bk &2, Moreover, “/\” must have been naively regarded as a numerical

‘8, although Hitomaro used “/\” from the rhetoric of beauty to the following
three Chinese }K‘hﬁ

Hitomaro had used y/a{uifﬂu as a substitute for ?ﬁ%kémf ;%SUH and had known that
the former (5 letters of %"J“ll?%") was formed by Tuzume from the latter (6

letters of kun-doku) to complete a series of the numbers of syllables 5-7-5-7-7.
This Tuzume should have been shared with contemporaries at least between

the Asuka and the early Nara Periods.
MOTO'ORI'E'_(:ﬂnaga . ) . yakumo yahekumo .
A JE B £ of authority stuck to his idea that “/\ZE" meant /\EZE" shown in
Tuzume
Quote #3. On the basis of the technique of £J%, compaction of letters, restored
Goikou KAM()nc]\rlab‘uchl vahekumo tatu
in “fE¥ %" by his teacher, & ¥ E i, /\FEZEI.D cannot be established. As

va ku mo ta tu

pointed out by Mabuchi, #& ya of % ATZAL is Tuzume of i _iya, namely,
“i+ ya=> 1 ya" Unfortunately  the  above-mentioned  Norinaga's
misunderstanding is still now inherited by current studies.

More than 80 poems contain _iya like i and %% among 4500 poems in the
yakumo tatu

Man’yoshi, and their parts of speech are all adverb. Therefore, /\ ya of /\ZE 7.

g
=

is supposed to modify not 2 kumo-'cloud’ (noun) but 37. tatu-"rise up’ (verb).

yahe kumo

J\EEZ proposed by Norinaga is composed of /U E -literally ‘eightfold’

(adjective) + Z-"cloud’ (noun).

There is the next thing 12 indicates to in Quote #3. Norinaga took bﬂ’Eﬁ
kono tachiizuru kumo yahekumo no tatuyo
be It/ VFH 52 associated with AEZEDi# L. As stated before,

kono tachiizuru kumo yvahekumo no tatuyo
I

Itk 7 3791 A 2 means ‘these rising clouds’, and AEEZOR X means ‘a pile of

clouds occurs’. These expressions are too monotonous for tanka having limited
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syllables.

What does HiZE indicate? Reading extensively bibliographies since the

Kojiki and Nihon-shoki, the present author came across the opinion of
DEGUCHI Onisaburo izumo
HIOF4- =5, who published his view one century ago, that HiZ% indicates

izukumo izumo

i ZE. Before and after Onisaburo’s, the other studies have regarded HZ as
a geographical name or rising clouds. He has opened a new world to the

interpretation of Susanowo's tanka.

The second phrase {TLFE'U % ?\hﬁai is expressed by eight hiragana like
‘/")k <m%> l?’j\%‘ % These 8 letters must have been reduced to 7 using
Tuzume. Therefore, = < of \/‘ka Zmé; was compacted like “zu + ku = zu”, and
ll/‘ka 2m§ was converted to {/\gn%: to which Chinese ideographic characters H
% were allocated. The kun-doku of 2 is VS }; {'¥, and its middle three
1etters 3%’? were transformed to zu, and therefore, {/z‘g u%kémis came to be
WO Finally, fn 17ng % was replaced by the more concrete Hfrg'g

The present author searched for a similar paraphrastic pattern from ﬁ)%%

izumo

to HZE in the Kojiki and Nihon-shoki, and found that Susanowo-affiliated
deities were squashed into P& kuma, ‘end of the world, which was

paraphrased fig kuma, ‘bear’. This shows the ancient rhetoric that a Chinese

ideographic character “f#” showing kun-doku, kuma, were substituted by the

more concrete “RE€” showing kun-doku, “kuma”.

Compilers of the Kojiki and Nihon-shoki had generally shared the
izumo izukumo
knowledge that HiZ% was a metaphor of fi[jZ, as if it was generally known

yakumo tatu _iyakumo tatu

that /\ZE17. was reduced from i 2 37..

Onisaburo was inspired by the view that Susanowo’s tanka showed distress
and fighting feelings. The present author has quested for their examples from

izumo

the Kojiki, Nihon-shoki, and Manyosha. 1. Although the word HiZ% appears in
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only four poems of the above classics except Susanowo’s tanka, they all show
yakumo sasu

distress or fighting. 2. All the examples of éﬁ‘ contained in J\ZEH] of
Hitomaro's poem show detestation in the Man’ yoshu, except for sunlight

exposure.

_iyvakumo tatu izukumo

Therefore, based on Mabuchi's 5#Z£37Z> and Onisaburo’s /i 3, kun-doku

and modern translation of an envisioned original poem are as follows.

iyakumo tatu izukum yahegaki tumagomi ni
kun-doku: HE;> (g AEH FEAIC
vahegaki tukuru sono yahegaki wo
NEH (F5 TDNEHE - Quote #6

modern translation: Clouds raise dams steadily, everywhere are found
border fences, that is. Although I am going to keep my new wife
in the house encircled by them, I hope for the world without them.

This modern translation shows the organized meaning for ?\hegaﬁ repeated
three times. ﬁul%m%o )/Ei\hjﬁgaiﬁ resolves the problem that M% )5\1,%% are
composed of two nouns without link words. Susanowo’s strong determination
of the Yamato unification can be well realized from % at the desinence.

It is unreasonable that the joyful poem of celebration alone follows after the
extermination of 7\&&%&% The extermination has been generally considered
the conquest of many local powerful families by the Yamato sovereignty, and
Susanowo halfway chanted it. Susanowo had been crowded and surrounded by
%bgiug%gaﬁm violent gods, and must have chanted it in a tremor of excitement.

All the segments of Susanowo’s tanka show the uniqueness or priority of
Hitomaro among more than 4500 poems of the Man yoshu, therefore it should
be composed or edited from an original poem by him. And estimated from its
positioning in the Kojiki and Nihon-shoki, it seems to have been made into

Susanowo’s tanka by him.
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