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Landscape of “Sanshi-suimei” in modern Japanese literature

HAYASHI Michiko

The phrase Sanshi-suimei (violet mountains and glistening water) is often used
to describe the beautiful landscape of the highlands and rivers in Kyoto. This phrase
was coined by Rai Sanyo (1780-1832), a Japanese thinker and composer of Chinese
poems active during the late Edo period. This paper discusses the rediscovery and
reinterpretation of the phrase Sanshi-suimei because of changes in the Japanese
aesthetic sense vis-a-vis natural scenery during the Meiji period. The study is based
on the usage of this phrase in seven modern Japanese literary texts. In some of
these texts, the phrase Sanshi-suimei signifies a landscape identical to Rai Sanyo’s
conception of the term. However, the phrase is reinterpreted or rediscovered in
other literary texts. Some writers have focused on the mind that discovered the
beauty of Sanshi-suimei; one author found a new beautiful panorama of Sanshi-
suimei through personal observation; others have evinced interest in the principles

of landscape generation.

F—7—F 1% KB (Sanshi-suimei). T JII (Kamo River). ¥ 11 (Higashiyama

mountains). JEZ# (landscape)
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