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YAN Fu's “xin, da, va” in Modern Translation History

SHEN Guowei

Yan Fu's formulation of “xin, da, ya” (faithfulness, expressiveness and elegance)
exerted an immense impact on China’s translation theory and practice in the 20th century.
Translators and researchers have explored Yan Fu's “xin, da, ya” from diverse
perspectives, and a large number of monographs and papers have accrued on this subject.
However, the deductions derived from the extant discourse may not be appropriate. Xie
Tianzhen, a translation theory scholar, believes that “xin, da, ya” should be reinterpreted,
indicating that “xin, da, ya” originally emanated from Yan Fu's personal experience and
experience. This author also believes that “xin, da, ya” is not a universal translation
standard as much as it represents a solution to problems Yan Fu encountered between
1895 and 1896 during his conversion of Tianyan Lun. In Yan Fu's view, “xin = faithfulness”
denotes loyalty to the original and is the starting point of translation, while “da =
expressiveness “signifies the transmission of the meaning and content of the original work
to readers and is the ultimate purpose of a translation task. In 1896, Yan Fu adopted
numerous techniques to manifest “xin, da = faithfulness, expressiveness.” The element of
“ya = elegance” represents the standard of the article and symbolizes the indispensable
style of accurately conveying the meaning and content of the original work. Yan Fu
claimed that it was “easy to achieve 'da = expressiveness with the word method and
syntax before the Han Dynasty.” This opinion aligns with Zhang Taiyan's proposition that
translators must be proficient in philology. In parallel, Yan Fu's “ya = elegance” shares
some features with Hu Shi's “literary national language” and Zhou Zuoren’s national
language transformation, but opposes them in methodology. Yan Fu's term, “xin, da, ya,” is
closely related to the traditional Chinese literary theory statements, “the article should be
honest,” “if only language could convey meaning,” and “if the article is indecent, it cannot
be widely circulated.” Yan Fu's iterations and actions related to his translation practice

must be carefully confirmed to appropriately describe “xin, da, ya.” Studies must also



simultaneously contemplate the limitations of Chinese in Yan Fu's time and consider the

opinions of other translators.
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. w0 K] S IZIZFEENTH ), REGE2mE LU CFREORMEICEB L 720
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BEATIRE, SHMFE, PHEM. BEERAME WiRkuLs. ) [ERJ eg FOUEL £910H, #
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HEEDOFERDIFEEICEG TH S &\ ) DD, BERED X9 2 PIEIOISHRIY 7 ST RS
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[ [pES SRz SCERE ]l LERE [ERERTTFRRE] 0F 1 meSHEh/zv,

83) iE [H&—makl. DIEE] H4BE 275 191841 A 15 Ho

84) KERAOUEOEM, [#HFFE] £5BH 25 191848 H 15 Ho FMFHIL, SX—HDF# % & 51
EE TEZRTLEETHA SN TV 2 LR Z I AN THO THZAZZ 5 R & Xl S b, HRE 7




PEARBIREIS B B HAE D [15E5E 39

T\/)Z\)O

BREEEOZOFREL, TEIIE LR TIEIRNTHS ), LEOHDL L OF
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