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Aging in “Danchi” as a Problem of Socia] Stratification

—The Quantitative Analyses Using Self-Organization Maps —

Arinori YOSANO

Abstract

“Danchi” refers to housing complexes and tract-house developments in Japan. During the period of
high economic growth in the late 1950s and 1960s, a situation emerged in which younger generations
simultaneously started living in “Danchi” on a large scale. At that time, this situation was considered
desirable for the development of a community in the “Danchi” area. However, it has recently become clear
that ageing in “Danchi” will inevitably emerge as a problem, as a result of this situation. Aging, which can
be observed in many “Danchi” areas developed in the period of high economic growth, has become a
critical problem in contemporary Japan. In this article, we attempted to investigate this problem
empirically through the perspective of social stratification theory. For this purpose, we conducted an
online survey of “Danchi” dwellers in Osaka Prefecture and analyzed the survey data using self-organizing
maps (SOM), a kind of clustering method. The results of the analysis suggest that the aged dwellers in
such municipal housing complexes are facing the problem of deprivation of life chances, which is closely
connected to their positions in the social stratification system.
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