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Digitalization of rare books at KU-ORCAS
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The Kansai University Open Research Center for Asian Studies (KU-ORCAS) has
opened the Kansai University Digital Archive to the public under the project concept
of “making research resources open”. The materials to be made available to the public
are materials from the Kansai University General Library and the personal collections
of faculty members involved in East Asian cultural studies whose original copyright
protection period has expired. The first is that the digital archives are open to the
public in accordance with IIIF, an international framework for image sharing, and IIF-
compliant viewers allow users to use IIF-compliant materials not only from KU-ORCAS
but also from other institutions. Secondly, the bibliographic information and image data
are freely available. The second is that the bibliographic information and image data
can be freely used without permission from KU-ORCAS, as long as they do not violate
KU-ORCAS’s regulations on secondary use, since they are released under Creative
Commons License 0 (CC0). As a PD researcher, We have been involved in the digitization
of KU-ORCAS digital archives, and this paper will focus on the digitization work at
KU-ORCAS.
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