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A Fine Book which Presents an Overview of the Interaction
between Civilizations in Modern East Asia:

Review of Hazama Naoki’s The Enlightenment Thinkers of
Modern East Asian Civilizations Sphere

TAO Demin

In May 2021, Professor Hazama Naoki published The Enlightenment Thinkers of
Modern FEast Asian Civilizations Sphere from by Kyoto Daigaku Gakujutsu
Shuppansha. The review recollects the reviewer’s personal academic contacts with the
author since 1985, and appraises his scholarly accomplishments in terms of intellectual
study about the interaction between civilizations in modern East Asia, such as the
influence of Nakae Chomin’s translation of The Social Contract on China, the relations
between Fukuzawa Yukichi’s To0y6 no Porando (1884), Datsu-A Ron (1885) and his
anticipation of China’s partition by the Western powers and Japan in late 1890s, as well as
the key role played by Liang Qichao in bridging Japan and China for promoting modern
civilizations and cultures in the early 20™ century.

Keywords: East Asia Interaction between Civilizations Nishi Amane
Nakae Chomin Fukuzawa Yukichi Naito Konan Liang Qichao
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