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Does the inscription of the Yakushiji Temple east pagoda prove
that Prince Otomo succeeded to the throne?

NISHIMOTO Masahiro

The inscription on the east pagoda of Yakushiji Temple says that this temple was
built eight years after the throne of Emperor Tenmu, which states that “Nihon Shoki”
built Yakushiji nine years after the throne of Emperor Tenmu. There is a one-year gap
between what you are doing. Why are these errors occurring? Emperor Tenmu took
the throne in 673 and was the reign of Prince Otomo in 672, but “Nihon Shoki” erased
the reign of Prince Otomo and rewrote the reign of Emperor Tenmu that year. It’s
possible. I would like to discuss such a hypothesis with reference to the opinions of
researchers so far.
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