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Inspection and recognition of Ashihei Hino’s

“Fushun War Criminal Control Office” in 1955
—based on Ashihei Hino’s photographs and unpublished diary
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This paper describes Hino’s visit to New China from April 21, 1955 and what Hino
thought when he saw the war criminals. In particular, it focuses on the inspection of

the Fushun Prison War Crimes Control Office, which was visited on May 15.

In 1955, about 1,000 Japanese war criminals were imprisoned at the Fushun Prison

War Crimes Control Office. China ratified it in 1956, but was in compliance with
1948 Geneva Convention on the Treatment of POWSs. Therefore, forced labor was

the
not

imposed on war criminals, and they responded generously without violating physical

human rights violations such as abuse. However, Hino does not fully support

the

Chinese government’s policy of improving the idea of war criminals at the Fushun

Prison War Crimes Control Office.
Ten years after the war, we can see the depth of the scars of the war in
appearance of war criminals who cannot return to their homeland of Japan.

the

In this paper, we will consider this inspection and recognition using photographs
taken by Hino and surrounding people, and digital materials from the unpublished
autograph diary “New China Travel Diary II” (Kitakyushu Literature Museum

collection).
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