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How Naito Konan Looked upon Himself as a Servant-Student of
Wang Xizhi and an Advisor to Xiong Xiling in 1913:

An Analysis of Archives Preserved in the Naito Collection

TAO Demin

It is often said that the prewar Japanese people embraced an ambivalent attitude
toward China, which mixed admiration to ancient China and derogation to contemporary
China. My analysis of archives preserved in the Naito Collection about the Lantinghui
(the Orchid Pavilion Gathering held in Kyoto in Spring 1913 for commemorating Wang
Xizhi (303-361), the Calligraphical Sage of East Asia who initiated the kind of gathering
in 353), and Shina ron (A Treatise on China by Naito Konan (1866-1934) composed in
Fall 1913 for making policy suggestions to Xiong Xiling (1870-1937), the then Prime
Minister of the newly established Republic of China with whom Naito maintained a
friendship since 1906), shows that in the year 1913, Naitd proudly looked upon himself
both as a servant-student of Wang and as an advisor to Xiong. It is no exaggeration
that his attitude represented perfectly the kind of ambivalence shared by the
contemporary Japanese people.
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