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The Troubles about Japan’s Borrowing of the Masterpieces
of Ancient Paintings from China for the Grand Exhibition in 1928

QIU Ji

Between 24th November and 20th December, 1928, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan and the Ministry of the Imperial Household (& 4%, Kunai-sho) held the
exhibition of masterpieces of Tang, Song, Yuan and Ming dynasties at Tokyo Metropolitan
Art Gallery and Tokyo Imperial Household Museum. This article is going to use the
archives, the catalogue of the exhibition, relative critical articles, and the group list of
exhibitors, etc., which preserved in the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan, on purpose to investigate the twists and turns of the exhibition of
famous ancient Chinese paintings. In addition, this article also sorts out the history of the
viewing, research and transfer of The Thirteen Emperors Scroll attributed to Yan Liben
(c. 600-673).

Keywords: Ministry of Foreign Affairs Records; The Exhibition of Masterpieces
of the Tang, Song, Yuan, and Ming Dynasties; Chinese Painting
Research Association; Central Commission for the Preservation of
Antiquities; The Thirteen Emperors Scroll
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