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Some Cultural Aspects of Kumemura’s Scholars
in the Early modern Ryukyu:

Through Cai Jian’s career

LIU Shuyu

This article reviews the cultural aspects and Confucian education of Kumemura in
early modern Ryukyt through the Cai Jian’s career. In historical materials such as “FERfii
Bl 2 4% from the Korean, “fi # {#i$#%”, and “FiEKE 55 4" in the late Ming or the early
Qing Periods, the family of Kumemura was recorded and described their costume.

As a result, Kumemura’s scholars did not usually wear “Wang Jin” in the 16th
century. That means the Confucian coming-age-ceremony was no longer held in
Kumemura. According to “ffft # {# %", the level of Confucian Education in Ryukyt was
deficient. The reason lies in the decay of Chinese Imperial College’s Education and the
lack of Ryukyuan monks’ ability to interpret scriptures in the Mid-late 16th century. From
my perspective, “ U3 k4" used by the Ryukyuan students of Chinese Imperial College,
and “ PUE4£73:” transcribed by Ryukyuan monks from Japanese in the early 17th century
were the textbooks used by Kumemura’s scholars.

Keywords: Wang Jin, Liuqiushicheng zengdalu, Canonization Records, Chinese
Imperial College of Nanjing, Mandarin Chinese text in Ryukyu
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